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In accepting a $5 million gift froma 
company that sells essential oils, St. 
Elizabeth Healthcare announced that 
it aims to explore untraditional thera- 
pies at its new cancer center. 

But social media commenters ac- 
cuse the Edgewood system of selling 
out to a multilevel marketing firm. 

This month, dozens of Reddit, Twit- 
ter and YouTube participants raised an 
online clamor over the $5 million gift, 
the biggest ever to St. Elizabeth’s foun- 
dation, from doTerra, a Pleasant 
Grove, Utah, firm that calls itself the 
world’s largest producer and vendor of 
essential oils. 

In revealing the gift in October, St. 
Elizabeth officials also announced the 
first floor of its five-story cancer cen- 


See ST. ELIZABETH, Page 6A 
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Calls anew 


for Bolton 


Report about book 
seems to undercut 
Trump’s defense 


A report on a book by former na- 
tional security adviser John Bolton has 
the seven Democratic House impeach- 
ment case managers renewing their 
calls to have Bolton testify in the trial 
of President Donald Trump. 

The book reportedly tells of a direct 
conversation between Trump and Bol- 
ton about withholding aid to Ukraine, 
a revelation that could undermine the 
defense the president’s attorneys now 
are presenting. 

Bolton has said recently he would 
be willing to come to the trial, if sub- 
poenaed. During the course of the im- 
peachment testimony, he said he 
would appear at hearings under a 
court order. Trump denied the report 
Monday on Twitter, saying the tale 
was only crafted to sell books. 
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Ohio’s voter purge mess 
prompts call for change 
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Bill Gedraitis was purged from Ohio’s voter rolls even though he cast a ballot in the 2016 election for President Donald 
Trump. “I voted, and I’m getting pushed out,” he says. TOM E. PUSKAR/ASHLAND TIMES-GAZETTE 


Rick Rouan Columbus Dispatch and Doug Caruso Ashland Times-Gazette | USA TODAY NETWORK 


SHLAND, Ohio - A week before Election Day 2016, Bill Gedraitis drove into town to cast an early 
vote that helped propel Donald Trump to the presidency. I A little more than two years later, 
Gedraitis’ name disappeared from the rolls, a victim of the state’s 2019 voter purges that re- 


À moved more than 460,000 registrations, many of them for inactivity. I But Gedraitis wasn’t an 


inactive voter. His name was among thousands erroneously targeted for removal last year under a fractured 


system in which each of Ohio’s 88 county boards of election handles its own voter registration records. It’s a 


system that the state’s elections chief called “antiquated and inefficient.” 


It’s time to reform that system, Sec- 
retary of State Frank LaRose said, re- 
sponding to findings of the Columbus 
Dispatch and the USA TODAY Network 
in an ongoing investigation of Ohio’s 
2019 purge of voter rolls. LaRose said he 
wants to bring the rolls under state 
control and restore trust. 

“The system we have in place right 
now is prone to error — human error, 
vendor error,” LaRose said. “It’s unac- 
ceptably messy.” 

Ohio won't purge the rolls again be- 
fore the 2020 election. 

Ohio’s experience shows how just 
one software glitch, like the one that 
canceled Gedraitis’ registration, could 


“The system we have 

in place right now is prone 
to error — human error, 
vendor error. It’s 
unacceptably messy.” 


Frank LaRose 
Ohio secretary of state 


remove hundreds or thousands of eligi- 
ble voters from the rolls. 

Across the nation, states canceled 
some17.3 million registrations between 


the 2016 presidential election and the 
2018 midterms, according to the U.S. 
Election Assistance Commission. 

Many critics say those purges sup- 
press the vote, and some have filed law- 
suits to prevent them. One suit, filed in 
2016, put Ohio’s purges on hold while it 
made its way through the courts. 

The U.S. Supreme Court decided that 
case in mid-2018. It narrowly upheld the 
1995 Ohio law that tells county boards of 
election to chop the registrations of “in- 
active voters,” those who haven't cast a 
ballot for six years and who have not re- 
sponded to a mailer. 
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Valid on 80% efficiency furnace (up to $2,393 equipment discount) when matched with a high efficiency 2 ton 16 SEER A/C. Cost offurnace installation required, Installation cost varies based on 
equipment purchased and installation location. Discount can be applied to other select models, See dealer for details, discounts, warranties, guarantees, Some restrictions apply. Normal business hours only. Residential owner-occupied 
only, Existing residential only. Must be presented at time of service, Cannot combine with other offers or discounts. Customer responsible for filing utility rebates if applicable. Not valid on previous purchases. Must be in service area. 
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